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in the book of fate. Communications have corrupted
your sublime rule instead of strengthening it. Four-
fifths of the Valis1 have been changed in the last two years.
Provincial administration is in a state of anarchy. Per-
haps we have tried to concentrate too much power in the
hands of the Palace. In all our towns there exist centres of
sedition which are continually being fed by new exiles,
so that to-day there are more disaffected people in the
provinces than the remnant of those faithful to Your
Majesty. What has happened in Salonika will happen
all over the country."

" I wish I had sent every Young Turk to the bottom of
hell! " said the Sultan.

" Indeed, Your Majesty has been too merciful," agreed
Ferid (words buttered no parsnips), " but we must face
the facts as they are to-day. The troops in Macedonia
have revolted. We cannot quell the mutiny by force, for
the Fetva Emine2 is against us. Only a fortnight ago we
promoted two thousand loyal officers and retired an
equal number of suspects. But that has not frightened
the old officers or satisfied the new. These Young Turks
want a Constitution, by fair means if they can get it, by
foul if not. Practically the whole of the Third Army
Corps in Macedonia has joined them. An officer or soldier
receives a message, sealed, but never signed, telling him
that if he wants better pay and quicker promotion, he
must go to a certain house at a certain time. If he goes,
he meets three masked men there, who ask him to swear
fidelity to the Committee upon the Holy Koran. All
orders come to him from these three men. The real leaders
are unknown except at the centre of the conspiracy. One
of them is said to be a certain Taalat Eflfendi, a Jewish

1 Provincial Governors.     2 The Lord Chiefjustice of the Sacred Law.